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Yochanan ben Zakkai
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1) Talmid Bavli Sukkah 28a

Ik, nor walked four cubits without [studying the] Torah or without tefillin,
nor was any man earlier than he in the college, nor did he sleep or doze in
the college, nor did he meditate5 in filthy alleyways, nor did he leave
anyone in the college when he went out, nor did anyone ever find him
sitting in silence, but only sitting and learning, and no one but himself ever
opened the door to his disciples, he never in his life said anything which he
had not heard from his teacher, and, except on the eve of Passover6 and on
the eve of the Day of Atonement,7 he never said, ‘It is time to arise from
the studies at the college’; and so did his disciple R. Eliezer conduct himself
after him. Our Rabbis have taught: Hillel the Elder had eighty disciples,
thirty of whom were worthy of the Divine Spirit resting upon them, as [it
did upon] Moses our Master, thirty of whom were worthy that the sun
should stand still for them [as it did for] Joshua the son of Nun,8 [and the
remaining] twenty were ordinary. The greatest9 of them was Jonathan b.
Uzziel,10 the smallest11 of them was Johanan b. Zakkai. They said of R.
Johanan b. Zakkai that he did not leave [unstudied] Scripture, Mishnah,
Gemara,12 Halachah,13 Aggada, 14 details of the Torah,15 details of the
Scribes, 16 inferences a minori ad majus, analogies,17 calendrical
computations18 gematrias,19 the speech of the Ministering Angels, the
speech of spirits,20 and the speech of palm-trees,21 fullers’ parables22 and
fox fables,23 great matters or small matters; ‘Great matters’ mean the
Ma'aseh merkabah,24 ‘small matters’ the discussions of Abaye and Raba;25
in order to fulfil what is said, That | may cause those that love me to inherit
substance, and that | may fill their treasuries.26 And if the smallest of them
was so great, how much more so was the greatest?
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2)Gemara Gittin 56b

He said to him: Give me Jabneh and its Wise Men,9 and the family chain
of Rabban Gamaliel,10 and physicians to heal R. Zadok. R. Joseph, or
some say R. Akiba, applied to him the verse, '[God] turneth wise men
backward and maketh their knowledge foolish'. He ought to have said to
him; Let them [the Jews] off this time. He, however, thought that so
much he would not grant, and so even a little would not be saved.
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3) Mishna Rosh Hashana 4:1

IF THE FESTIVE DAY OF NEW YEAR FELL ON A SABBATH, THEY USED TO BLOW
THE SHOFAR IN THE TEMPLE BUT NOT IN THE COUNTRY:5 AFTER THE
DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE, RABBAN JOHANAN BEN ZACCAI ORDAINED
THAT IT SHOULD BE BLOWN [ON SABBATH] IN EVERY PLACE WHERE THERE
WAS A BETH DIN. R. ELIEZER SAID: RABBAN JOHANAN BEN ZACCAI LAID
DOWN THIS RULE FOR JABNEH ONLY.6 THEY SAID TO HIM: IT APPLIES
EQUALLY TO JABNEH AND TO ANY PLACE WHERE THERE IS A BETH DIN.
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4) Rosh Hashana 29b

AFTER THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE RABBAN JOHANAN
BEN ZACCAI ORDAINED etc. Our Rabbis taught: Once New Year
fell on a Sabbath [and all the towns assembled],21 and Rabban
Johanan said to the Bene Bathyra,22 Let us blow the shofar. They
said to him, Let us discuss the matter.23 He said to them, Let us
blow and afterwards discuss. After they had blown they said to
him, Let us now discuss the question. He replied: The horn has
already been heard in Jabneh, and what has been done is no
longer open to discussion.24
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5) Vayikra 23:14

And ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor fresh ears, until
this selfsame day, until ye have brought the offering of your God; it is a
statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.
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6) Mishna Menachos 10:5

After the ‘omer was offered the new corn was permitted forthwith; but for those
that lived far off14 it was permitted only after midday. After the Temple was
destroyed R. Johanan b. Zakkai ordained that it should be forbidden throughout
the day of the waving.
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7) Gemara Menachos 68b

AFTER THE TEMPLE WAS DESTROYED R. JOHANAN B. ZAKKAI ORDAINED THAT IT
SHOULD BE FORBIDDEN THROUGHOUT THE DAY OF THE WAVING. What is the
reason? The Temple may speedily be rebuilt and people would then say, ‘Did we
not eat last year [of the new corn] immediately at the daybreak [of the sixteenth
day]? This year too we shall eat it [from the same time]’, but they will not realize
that last year when there was no ‘Omer-offering the daybreak rendered it
permitted, but now that there is an ‘Omer-offering it is only the ‘Omer-offering
that renders it permitted.1

27 'PNN L,WUTEAN N 2NWN
1712 920 DI' XKN'W 'ROT |2 NI
N1 N1 NNNN 7NNV 'XN 10N
X7 M TPNWUX NNX' L eUTzNNn
M1 XNYN ?N1TA 'R0 179X
NIN K7 TPNWURT 'WT X71,701
XNYNI NN N 1'RN - N1y
NN NI - MY XO'NNT

8) Sukkah 41a

FORMERLY23 THE LULAB WAS TAKEN FOR SEVEN DAYS IN THE TEMPLE, AND IN
THE PROVINCES24 FOR ONE DAY ONLY. WHEN THE TEMPLE WAS DESTROYED, R.
JOHANAN R. ZAKKAI INSTITUTED THAT THE LULAB SHOULD BE TAKEN IN THE
PROVINCES FOR SEVEN DAYS IN MEMORY OF THE TEMPLE, [AND HE ALSO
INSTITUTED] THAT ON THE WHOLE OF THE DAY OF WAVING25 IT SHALL BE
FORBIDDEN [TO EAT THE NEW PRODUCE OF THE YEAR].26 GEMARA. Whence do
we know that we must perform [ceremonies] in memory of the Temple? — R.
Johanan replied, Since Scripture says, For | will restore health unto thee, and | will
heal thee of thy wounds, saith the Lord, Because they have called thee an
outcast. She is Zion, there is none that seeketh for her.27 ‘There is none that
seeketh for her’, implies that she should be sought.2
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9) Bava Basra 60b

Our Rabbis taught: When the Temple was destroyed for the second

time,12 large numbers in Israel became ascetics, binding themselves neither
to eat meat nor to drink wine. R. Joshua got into conversation with them and
said to them: My sons, why do you not eat meat nor drink wine? They
replied: Shall we eat flesh which used to be brought as an offering on the
altar, now that this altar is in abeyance? Shall we drink wine which used to
be poured as a libation on the altar, but now no longer? He said to them: If
that is so, we should not eat bread either, because the meal offerings have
ceased. They said: [That is so, and] we can manage with fruit. We should not
eat fruit either, [he said,] because there is no longer an offering of firstfruits.
Then we can manage with other fruits [they said]. But, [he said,] we should
not drink water, because there is no longer any ceremony of the pouring of
water.1! To this they could find no answer,

He said to them: My sons, come and listen to me. Not to mourn at all is
impossible, because the blow has fallen. To mourn overmuch is also
impossible, because we do not impose on the community a hardship which
the majority cannot endure, as it is written, Ye are cursed with a curse,’? yet
ye rob me [of the tithe], even this whole nation.22 The Sages therefore have
ordained thus. A man may stucco his house, but he should leave a little bare.
(How much should this be? R. Joseph says, A cubit square; to which R. Hisda
adds that it must be by the door.)** A man can prepare a full-course
banquet, but he should leave out an item or two. (What should this be? R.
Papa says: The hors d'oeuvre of salted fish.) A woman can put on all her
ornaments, but leave off one or two. (What should this be? Rab said: [Not to
remove] the hair on the temple.)!2 For so it says, If | forget thee, O
Jerusalem, let my right hand forget, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my
mouth if | remember thee not, if | prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy
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9) Rabbi Soloveitchik
Mipninei Harav p. 288

Reshimos Shiurim p. 208
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10) Avos 2:8

RABBAH JOHANAN B. ZAKKAI RECEIVED [THE ORAL TRADITION] FROM NN RIN 'RNYNL 7900 7R 'ROT 2 N N
HILLEL AND SHAMMAI.59 HE USED TO SAY: IF THOU HAST LEARNT60 NIV Z'TNN 7R NN NN NTNY7 DX MIXR
MUCH TORAH, DO NOT CLAIM CREDIT UNTO THYSELF, BECAUSE FOR |77 ' DTN AWNRN NIX 37 Dy

SUCH [PURPOSE] WAST THOU CREATED.61 RABBAN JOHANAN B.

ELIEZER B. HYRCANUS, R. JOSHUA B. HANANIAH, R. JOSE, THE PRIEST, R.
SIMEON B. NETHANEEL AND R. ELEAZAR B. ‘ARACH. HE [I. E. R.
JOHANAN] USED TO RECOUNT THEIR [FOREMOST] QUALITIES:6
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14) Pesachim 68b
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R. Shesheth used to revise his studies every thirty days, and he would stand
and lean at the side of the doorway and exclaim, ‘Rejoice, O my soul, Rejoice.
O my soul; for thee have | read [the Bible], for thee have | studied [the
Mishnah].
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